Clerks Tidings

The Worshipful Company of Environmental Cleaners

At Last—an Issue of the Tidings!

The New Clerk

At last a copy of the Tidings has
reached you! Before you ask
about the two missing issues |
have to say that there were
none. However firstly let me
introduce myself. | took over as
Clerk when Michael Bizley re-
tired after seven years of ster-
ling service @ how does anyone
follow that? Well | have to and
the time since May has

been a memorable experi- The
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Tradition is everything in a
Livery Company and all Clerks
believe that if you have done it
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keep our existi

the new.

once then it becomes a

tradition. We are a modern
Company but we must not only
be seen to honour the traditions
which are expected of us but
we must be seen to be up to
date as well. A good example
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The Master—Jack Amos

The Master had the misfortune to start his
year with a brand new Clerk and even man-
aged to lose a Beadle within a few weeks. But
ever-ready to rise to a challenge he sol-
diered on overcoming all the trials and tribu-
lations which the role threw at him. He has
driven sheep across London Bridge, at-
tended Dinners and Lunches, had a weekend
in the Highlands and has even found time to
keep his Court in order. Master Jack has
been an inspirationfi where does he get the
energy from? He is not only a keen gardener
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is that you will notice that we are be-
ginning to use colour on our official
stationery, menus and other items.
Whilst this is a modernising move the
Officers have agreed that we will

n

an easily recognised symbol of ours.
The best of both worlds in fact. This is
the way | would like to see the Com-
pany move & keeping the best of the
old and getting the greatest benefit of

Aoy, TR

January 2010

so some of the minor things are now
looking more than a bit old fashioned
particularly the way we communicate.
Even the City Corporation (including
Mansion House) has an increased em-
phasis on electronic communications
and | am also an advocate of sending
items like this newsletter as an email
attachment. (The savings on stationery,
printing and postage are significant.)
However no-one will be left out of this
initiative as all those members without
an email address (and we have
more than 40) will receive printed
copies of everything circulated and
anyone can simply phone me or write
to me asking to have only printed
copies.
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It is a great honour for the Company
that Alderman Michael Bear has agreed
to become an honorary Freeman and he
will receive the Freedom of the Com-
pany at the Court on 15th February
2010. He will join us for the Court
Luncheon at Armourers Hall.
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Livery Companies came into use in

the great revival of t

Livery movement and following the

was made in the 188060s

and a member of the RHS but he paints
beautiful landscapes too. Did you know
that? There have been very few occa-
sions where Master Jack has declined an
invitation and usually only when events
overlapped. He is well on the way (at
Christmas) to having attended 90 events
so far with 4 full months to go!.

It has been a pleasure to see how many
times his Lady, Jan
too and how much brighter things have
looked when she has been around!
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The Highlights of 2009

The Military

Our connections with the RAMC have
been even more relevant this year due
to the tragic loss of life and injuries
sustained by our soldiers in Afghani-
stan in particular. The RAMC are often
on the front line but are also manning
the essential hospital services in the
o0saf e areasao. Per
moment was that a soldier receiving
one of our awards was flown back from
Afghanistan especially to join us at our
ceremony on the 21st September at
Saltersdé Hall Hi s
fleeting that he was still wearing his
desert camouflage uniform dwi t h
still on his bootsbd
how important our awards are. Indeed
at our Ladies Banquet in November we
had the pleasure of no less than 8 mem-
bers of the Military who accepted the
invitation including a Brigadier and for
the first time a representative from the
Environmental Health Cadre of the
Royal Air Force.

OUR Stained Glass Window

The Company church of St Olave in
Hart Street was the setting for a unique
ceremony this year. The late Doreen
Heyesd estate paid
tion and installation of a superb stained
glass window depiction the Armorial
bearings of the Company in superb
colours. Everyone at the service could
not help to be impressed that this mod-
ern window should fit so perfectly into
the fabric of the ancient church. The
church was Pepys?d
Clerk to the navy and he had a re-
served pew for himself and his wife.
(They only lived across the road!)

Full Stop.

This issue of the Tidings.

As you might realize there is really a lot
more to tell you
activities and how the Master and Officers
have represented the Company at so
many events, like the Inter-Livery Walk
around the 40 Livery Halls in the City for
one! More of all that next time in an even
bigger edition.
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The Ladies Banquet

Only the best will do dand we got it. In
the sumptuous, elegant surroundings of
Drapers Hall we feasted well and in
great company. The tables were all
marked up with names of many of the
great West End shows to follow the
theme of the evening. Master Jack had
chosen sing-al ong songs
from the Showso
enjoyable and were performed for us
by Louise Lloyd and Barnaby Rae with
Helen Mills at the piano. It was a great
eveningos
dents of the Guildhall School of Music
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Clerks Tidings

The Carmens Cartmarking

Ceremony.
The Master and the Clerk attended this
ceremony which is believed to be a
first for the Company. It is held in
Guildhall Yard and consists of a long
and very interesting parade of vehi-
cles. The ceremony is a replica of the
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allow them to be used in the City. In

modern times the vehicles both old and

new have a cleverlﬁ fitted wooden
h
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iron wielded by the Master Carman.

¢ and with audience participation as a The smoke and flames were very im-

delightful addition. For those who kb?egsR/eQ'ifsomewhatworrying.

needed to socialise for a few hours
more, there was the bar at the Grange
City (St Paul 8ds)
departure for the Company and it
proved a very great success with a
noisy and just a little fuzzy end to a
marvellous day!.

The Master, Deputy Master, Senior war-
den and the Executors of Doreen Heyes
Estate.
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Make sure the Clerk has
your latest email address.

Please keep him updated
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Just one stop on the | -L Halls walk
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Steam Tractor at the Cartmarking
Ceremony

The New Website

The development work on the new
website has started!. We aim to have
a site split into two main areas. One
will be set up to give lots of informa-
tion about the Company and its Offi-
cers and this will be accessible to the
public. The second area will be a
members only area protected by a
password. Here you will be able to
see and print flyers and application
forms, look up members contact de-
tails and maybe pay for your lunch-
eon or dinner ticket, on line!

STOP PRESS After the Court Lunch-
eon on 15th February there will be an
informal stirrup cup at the
Old Dr. Butlers Head pub in

Masons Avenue . Please come along.

Feedback.

This is your invitation to let me know what
you need from the Clerk as | am here to
help and inform you too. Also watch out
for the notices which will tell you when the
new Web site is operational.

neil.morley@environmental-cleaners.com

The Clerk



